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In English we focus on the process of writing, from the generation of ideas to composition, 

editing, revising, and grammatical correctness. Beginning with a thorough understanding of the 

parts of speech and sentence structure, students learn that clarity in the expression of ideas leads 

to effective communication. Students demonstrate mastery of these elements by writing in a 

variety of genres and by working independently and in small groups on assignments to master 

multiple-step planning. 

 

In Reading students will analyze the connections between the texts they read and the real world. 

They will demonstrate how to paraphrase, evaluate, and summarize the information they read. 

They will further analyze the differences between fact and opinion. Students will also continue to 

detect bias in the texts they read. Seventh grade students will further analyze conflict and will 

continue identifying imagery and symbolism. In addition, they will evaluate point of view and 

analyze figurative language and identify elements of poetry. Students will apply objective 

criteria for evaluating texts. 

 

Students will analyze the meanings of complex words by using their knowledge of roots and 

affixes. 

 

The students will respond to texts both orally and in writing. In grade seven, students will listen 

for meaning in conversations and discussions and effectively summarize them. The students will 

continue asking questions to investigate a topic. They will also enhance their ability to access 

information from a variety of sources as well as polish their skill in conducting independent 

research and summarizing the information they gather. Daily warm-up activities are planned to 

allow for mini grammar lessons, the use of higher level thinking skills, and to review previous 

objectives. Fluency and conventions are taught through mini lessons that incorporate actual 

student writing. 

Grading: Tests/Final Drafts/Projects: 60%, Quizzes: 30%, Classwork/Weekly Reviews: 10% 

 

ASSESSMENT (formative and summative)  

1. Normally one assignment is given each day. (formative and summative)  

2. Daily warm-up activities are recorded as grades. (summative)  

3. Vocabulary tests are given after each selection and are recorded as test grades. Vocabulary is 

cumulative, thus students need to study previous lists prior to each test. (summative)  

4. Writing assignments are recorded after final drafts have been written or typed. (formative and 

summative)  

5. Quizzes and tests are given on the material covered in our mini lessons, warm-ups, directed 

instruction and reading selections. (summative)  

6. Students will be given weekly reviews on colored paper every Wednesday.  They are expected 

to be completed and turned in by the following Wednesday. (summative) 



Homework Policy: 

Home study reinforces skills learned in class, provides an opportunity to complete long-term 

assignments in small “chunks,” allows students to complete work started at school, and prepares 

them for upcoming lessons and tests. Individual reading and writing rates vary, so time necessary 

for completing assignments outside class will fluctuate. Students who use class time wisely 

rarely average more than 15-20 minutes home study for English per day. If your child 

consistently spends more than 20 minutes daily on English assignments, please contact me. 

 

Make-up Work: 

Upon returning from an absence, students should check in during morning tutorials for 

missed work. Students have one day for each day absent to turn in make-up work. It is their 

responsibility to pick up their missed assignments from the folder for their class or ask their 

teacher.  Assignments made before an absence are due upon return to school. 

 

Supplies: 

The composition notebook is provided for your child and a must to have in class daily. 

Additionally, students must bring a pencil to class every day. 

 

Daily SWOOSH Notebook and Agenda: 

Students must bring SWOOSH notebook and agenda to class, every day so they can record 

assignments and note items they need to take home. Teachers may initial weekly to help parents 

monitor completion of daily assignments, progress on long-term projects, test preparation, and 

retaking a failed test, or making up missed work. When used consistently, the log is an excellent 

communication tool.  

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences: 

Please feel free to contact us any time you have questions or concerns. E-mail is most efficient 

and immediate, but you may also leave a message in the office by phone at 864-847-4333. 

 

bumgarnerk@anderson1.k12.sc.us 

hollarh@anderson1.k12.sc.us  

moona@anderson1.k12.sc.us 

 

 

Attitudes: Students are the center of the learning process and are required 

to reflect on their accomplishments. This allows them to see their strengths 

and weaknesses as readers, thinkers and writers. Students take pride in 

their learning because they have ownership in the direction it takes. 

Please keep this Syllabus at home for reference and return the attached information sheet 

by Friday, August 24, 2012. 
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Student Information Sheet 
_________________  _____ 
Please print Student Name    Class Period 
 
 

We read the Reading Syllabus and understand expectations and procedures. 
Parents will encourage and monitor and students will complete work on time. 
 
__________________________  _____________________  _______ 
Please Print Parent/ Guardian Name  Parent/Guardian Signature  Date 
 
 
_____________________________ ______ 
Student Signature Date 
 
 
Please note any additional information that might help me provide the assistance 
your child may need in English class. 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
Thank you for returning this completed form by Friday, August 24, 2012 
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